ST. THOMAS’ CHURCH
CROSSCRAKE
COMMUNITY HUB DEVELOPMENT

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT
“The aim of our church community is to be a true family of God;
living, worshipping, and working in what we know is a difficult and
demanding world. We will be open and outward looking, growing
in faith, using the talents of our members, radiating our witness to
Christ, meeting Him in our neighbours, giving and receiving the
love of God.”
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FOREWORDS
The Venerable Vernon Ross
The Archdeacon of Westmorland & Furness
St Thomas’ Crosscrake is a lively and growing rural church
with strong community links providing a focal point for
the community in numerous ways. The proposed project
is an excellent way of building on those strong links and
developing closer ties with all ages in the community. In
addition, it will cater for the growing number of children
and families who are now attending the church.

The Rev’d Canon Angela Whittaker
Priest in Charge of the Benefice of Natland and the Benefice of Old
Hutton & New Hutton. Rural Dean of Kendal
St Thomas’ Church Crosscrake is a flourishing church with
strong ties to, and links in, the community. The proposed
building project highlights their commitment to wanting
to continue to grow as a church, as they seek to create a
space where they can gather and enable others within
the community to meet too. The new space will create
fresh opportunities for a whole range of people and
groups within the community, opportunities as yet not
possible in the current space.

Linda Fletcher
Head Teacher, Crosscrake CE Nursery & Primary
School
The Church is vital in our community, providing outreach
and social events to families of all faiths and none. This
exciting development to build a new room for Church
and community use will enable us to build on the strong
links already in place.
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VISION & AIM
OUR VISION AND AIM FOR CROSSCRAKE CHURCH AND COMMUNITY HUB

Enabling everyone to flourish within a vibrant and caring rural
community
Our aim is that Crosscrake Church
and Community Hub should be an
inclusive and engaging community
space that reaches out to all groups
in our rural parish. It will offer a place
at the very heart of our community
where both young and old can enjoy a
range of activities, develop new skills
and interests and come together in
fellowship and friendship.
St Thomas’ Church, Crosscrake is a
thriving and growing church. Our
ambition is to make a real difference
to the lives of people living in our
small, but widespread rural parish.
This project is a vital part of our work.
To achieve our aim, we are building
a spacious modern meeting place
with the flexibility to create one
large room or a smaller meeting
room within the main space. It will
be sympathetically linked through
a light-filled atrium to the northern
aspect of the church allowing us
to retain the integrity of our lovely
country church. It is designed to be
a hub or centre for new and existing
groups/organisations and a catalyst
for a range of imaginative projects,
programmes and events.
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VISION & AIM
A Sense of Place
The Parish is situated in the attractive, undulating drumlin country on the eastern
side of the valley of the River Kent about six miles south of Kendal in South
Lakeland. It comprises the civil parishes of Sedgwick (188 households), Stainton
(133 households) and part of Preston Richard. The population is approximately
1000 with a Church electoral roll of 85.

The mean age of the population is around 41. Of the adult population in
Sedgwick of 350: some 110 are economically inactive, in Stainton out of the
adult population of 315: some 80 are economically inactive. (ONS census 2011)
Facilities for all groups within the locality are scarce. Transport services are limited
to a local bus service in Sedgwick twice daily. The only shop and post office in
the parish, closed about fifteen years ago. There is a small industrial estate at
Summerlands. Whilst there are still some family run farms in the Parish most
residents either work in Kendal or travel to Lancaster and further afield.
There are strong links between the church community and the thriving local
church school. The recent good Ofsted Inspection report commends the school’s
‘…strong links with the nearby church. It provides regular opportunities for pupils to
take part in collective worship.’. (Ofsted 2017)
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HISTORY OF ST THOMAS’ CHURCH, CROSSCRAKE
A building that has been well loved and cared for over the years…
The Church, which is dedicated to St Thomas, is in the centre of the parish. It
occupies a site at a crossroads on an ancient ridge road south from Kendal where
there was once a cross erected by a Norseman, Kraki. The churchyard dates from
1823 and the present church building replaced a Chapel of Ease established
in 1190. The building
dates from 1870 and
was designed by the
architects Paley and
Austin in a simple
gothic style, which
fits well into the rural
environment. It is
constructed
from
slate walling with
sandstone dressings
under
a
steeply
pitched Westmorland green slate roof. More recent improvements comprise a
reordered chancel, a small servery and disabled toilet facilities, along with new
electrics and an oil-fired boiler. Ongoing maintenance and decoration ensure
both the exterior and interior fabric of the church building are kept in excellent
condition. The church is served by an ample car park.

St Thomas’ Church today
St Thomas’ is a vibrant and growing church.
Regular church services and organised
children’s activities, along with many special
church events and occasions attract a
significant number of children and adults
alike.
The church can hold around 140 and has
an average Sunday attendance of 50.
Attendances on special occasions can reach
100 or more. There is no other place of regular
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HISTORY OF ST THOMAS’ CHURCH, CROSSCRAKE
worship in the Parish. A small
entrance area (Narthex) is currently
used for children’s worship activities
and other user groups. This also
serves as the main thoroughfare and
entrance/exit to the church making
it difficult to heat and particularly
unsuitable and unsafe for young
children and older people.

How can we best meet the needs of our local community in the
future?
Fellowship, hospitality and friendship are key aspects of our work. Currently,
the church is restricted in what it can offer because it lacks a dedicated modern
meeting space.
There is a great vitality and commitment
in the church and local community for
a project such as this which reaches
out and connects with the wider
community. As one member of the
community reflected, ‘In times when
communities are increasingly disparate,
it is hugely important to invest in such
facilities to bring people together.’
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AN EXCITING NEW PURPOSE
The key elements of the project:

1

Create a warm, spacious, accessible and energy efficient
meeting place with modern facilities adjacent to the church.

2

Provide a place of fellowship for breakfast, lunch, meetings
and workshops, along with hospitality, for example, after
weddings and baptism.

3

Facilitate organisations, groups and projects, including
intergenerational activities, that have the capacity to inspire
and transform communities.

4

Enable those facing loneliness and social isolation, particularly
older people, to feel that they are active, contributing and
valued members of this community.

5

Welcome and recognise the ability of children and young
people to be fully involved in leadership and decision-making
so that activities/programmes fully reflect their needs and
allow them to make a difference to the lives of others.
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JUSTIFICATION
A Shared Vision
Our aim has been to give all members of the church family and wider community
a sense of ownership in this exciting project. To this end we have consulted
widely and received overwhelming support from official bodies, the church
family, the local school and the wider community.

Ministry - The Rev’d Canon Angela Whittaker
As a clergy colleague in the Helm Group of Churches, of which Crosscrake
Church is one of the churches, I can envisage the new space being used for a
variety of events and groups. Crosscrake Church has a vision to be an inclusive
and welcoming Christian community, and indeed already is. Yet the new space
could also help them to find new ways to reach out and be involved in the wider
community. It would be an ideal place for our young people in the Helm Group to
meet, in addition to providing an excellent space for existing work with children
and young people in the community. The new space would also, I believe, help
develop the social and pastoral dimensions of church and community life –
turning some ‘If only’s …’ into realities.

Mission and Community
St Thomas` Church Crosscrake is in a fairly unique position. It is a growing
church with increasing pressure on available space. It is situated in the centre
of the rural parish with a dedicated car park and therefore is the ideal site for
the development of a community hall. The lack of a place to meet has always
been a problem for this scattered rural parish and has limited social interaction.
The neighbouring farmer has generously donated land to enable this project to
proceed.
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JUSTIFICATION
The plan is to build a hall adjacent to the church for church based activities but
it will have independent amenities for community use. It will be a modern, well
equiped meeting place which will be used for existing church activities, but
it will also facilitate the development of exciting new initiatives for the wider
community. The church enjoys an average weekly attendance of 40-50, with
many more at major festivals. DJs [Disciples of Jesus] meet monthly with the
children confined to the Narthex (entrance hall) because of a lack of space. A
Family Activity Morning is held at the end of every school term with in excess of
40 children, along with parents, grandparents and carers. These are an excellent
way to bring the community together but present very real challenges due to
the lack of space and facilities.
The church and the local C of E Primary School enjoy very close co-operation.
It is envisaged that more joint activities will be possible in the future. A stained
glass window depicting the history of the church and its site will be designed
by the children in collaboration with a local glass designer, to be installed as a
major feature in the new building.
This exciting and ambitious community project will bring enormous benefits
to this close knit rural parish and provide social, cultural and educational
opportunities.
Linda Fletcher writes: “As Head at Crosscrake CE Nursery & Primary, we have
consulted with staff, parents and governors regarding the proposed project
and everyone was fully supportive. This exciting development to build a new
room for Church and community use will enable us to build on the strong links
already in place. We regularly visit Church for our school services for harvest,
Christmas, Easter and summer leavers. The additional space would allow us to
offer hospitality to parents and grandparents after these events. Each of our
classes visit Church as part of our RE curriculum and the additional space would
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JUSTIFICATION
allow us to extend this, e.g. the Church has beautiful stained glass windows,
currently we visit to study them but then have to return to school for the follow
up art and enquiry work.
The Church is vital in our local community, providing outreach and social events
to families of all faiths and none. Many of the events happen in the school
holidays when school is closed, so a room for community use would be a great
advantage.
We have a fantastic Church team who visit School on Tuesdays to lead our
worship time. The Church wardens and members have been fantastic during
the time we have been without a vicar and always make us welcome. The
recent ‘Moving Mountains’ special assembly organised by the church for the
children and parents was wonderful- and not only for the delicious afternoon
tea enjoyed by the parents!

Community Consultation
All households in our small parish, including the local school community
received a questionnaire. Over 100 responses were then collated and
analysed. The overwhelming majority (99%) of respondents to our community
consultation regard this project as a community benefit or asset and express
positive support.
There is general agreement that the new space should be able to facilitate the
following activities:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Children’s activities
Social Gathering
Hospitality after Baptisms, Weddings
Funeral teas
Meetings
Exhibition space
School activities
Community group activities

JUSTIFICATION
One significant finding from the consultation has been the proportion of adults,
especially the elderly and young parents, who say that the project will help to
reduce social or rural isolation (19%). Many identify a simple need for a warm,
safe room where groups can meet to enjoy food, fellowship and friendship.
Comments included:
‘I would want to use it as a social meeting room for lunch or a cup of tea and a
chat. It’s in a central location with easy parking. It could help to reduce the feeling
of isolation, particularly for older members of the community.’ (Age Group 55-64)
‘A drop-in centre for isolated and lonely people. It will help to bring the whole
community together.’ (Age Group 75+)
‘Educational facility for elderly people and lonely people. An internet hub for all. A
very exciting project we would support it.’ (Age Group 65-74)
‘A place to welcome people in a more intimate comfortable space for smaller
gatherings would help to overcome social isolation.’ (Age Group 65-74)
As a parent with a young child I think it’s a good idea to bring people together. We
need good facilities for younger people.’ (Age Group 25-34)
‘Young mothers also feel in need of meeting each other, a warm, safe room would
be ideal.’ (Age group 55-64)
‘A coffee shop/café or drop-in facility manned by church volunteers would address
loneliness in the community.’ (Age Group 45-54)
Activities for children and young people also rank highly in responses with
wide support for a range of child-friendly activities, groups and organisations.
Comments included:
‘With a little boy it would be perfect to have a centre for activities. We very much
support this project. It would be a huge asset to our area.’ (Age Group 25-34)
‘This would be a great addition to the community, for an already vibrant church. I
wholeheartedly support this project.’ (Age group 45-54)
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JUSTIFICATION
‘I fully endorse this project as it would massively benefit our community.’ (Age
Group 25-34)
Amongst the many uses suggested by young families:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Additional space for Guides, Brownies, Cubs, Beavers and Rainbows
Children’s worship activities/Explore Together/Messy Church/Activity Days
Children’s holiday clubs
Youth Group
Parenting Skills Workshops
Birthday Parties
Discovering Jesus Children’s Club
St Thomas’ Tiny Tots

All age groups strongly agree that the church does not have the capacity within
the church building to support and meet the needs of existing and future user
groups/activities.

The words of one member of the wider community sums up the views of many:
‘It will fill a real gap in the community. It will be the only hall with its own
parking. Offers so many opportunities. This is a great community – just needs
somewhere for people to meet up that provides for everyone.’
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CONSULTATION WITH OFFICIAL BODIES
Diocese of Carlisle: Diocesan Advisory Committee for the Care of
Churches (DAC)
Representatives from the Diocesan Advisory Committee visited St Thomas’,
Crosscrake on 22 November 2017 to explore possible options and suitability
with members of the PCC. Paul Grout, the architect was also present at this
meeting.
The DAC report states:
‘It is accepted that the activities for this growing and thriving church will be inhibited
by present restrictions. There is no other building in the vicinity that could be used
to meet the deficiencies.’
At its next meeting the DAC noted that:
“The current layout takes into account the comments on the site visit report which
is very encouraging. The DAC supports this modification and looks forward to the
next stage”.

Stainton Parish Council
“The Parish Council fully supports the proposed extension to the Church to provide
a church / community hall which could be used for meetings, social events and
hospitality.
As a small rural Parish we are sadly lacking in any meeting facilities. The church
brings the community together young and old and the proposed facility would
enable many more functions to be enjoyed by all.
It is the duty of all Parish Councils especially sparsely populated rural areas to
support a bid like this one to improve family friendly facilities.”
M R Richardson, Clerk to Stainton Parish Council
14

BUILDING DEVELOPMENT PLAN
Sedgwick Parish Council
“I am writing on behalf of Sedgwick Parish Council in support of your bid to build a
Church and Community Hall at Crosscrake Church.
Our Parish very much values the work of Crosscrake Church; you are a focal point for
the rural parishes that form the Church Parish and our geographical and spiritual
centre. Your reputation as a vibrant and busy church is well known.
We fully support your project to secure funding for a small church hall to provide
dedicated space for activities for youngsters, meetings and hospitality. It will prove
a wonderful asset for our community.
Thank you very much for attending our Annual Parish Meeting last night to present
your plans; they were very well received, and all attending wish you all the best in
your efforts. We look forward to working with you if we can offer help.”
Boyan Holmes, Chairman Sedgwick Parish Council
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BUILDING DEVELOPMENT PLAN
Introducing the Architect
The award winning firm of Paul Grout Associates, a private architectural practice
based in Kendal, has been appointed to work with the committee to design the
new Hall. Paul Grout has been involved at St Thomas Church for more than 20
years. He has carried out the five yearly condition reports on the fabric of the
building during the whole of that time and was the architect responsible for
the alterations to the west end carried out in 2011.

The New Extension
The architectural design of the new extension has evolved over months of
close consultation with the managing committee. It is designed to sit happily
alongside the existing building and is not a radical departure or designed in a
markedly contrasting architectural style.
The existing building is an attractive and unusual composition of traditional
forms that has developed over many years. Its history is described elsewhere in
this brochure. It is not a listed building but it does have a distinctive character
and this has influenced the design of the extension. As a result, its form is also
traditional with a pitched roof and masonry walls with openings formed for the
windows and doors. The new roof is covered in local Westmorland green slate
laid in random widths and diminishing courses matching the other roofs on
the church. It will be supported by laminated timber pitched beams that will
be exposed in the interior as a feature of the space. The walls on the prominent
elevations will be faced in limestone matching the church but they will be lime
rendered on the unexposed ‘internal’ elevations. The new windows will have
limestone surrounds that will match the existing windows. The main window
in the Hall will be a newly commissioned stained glass window to a modern
design.
The detailing, particularly internally, will be neat and modern – there is no
intention to replicate the more ornamental detailing of the church interior.
However, given the overall form and materials of the extension, the external
details will generally match the existing building but this is a consequence of
the form and materials chosen rather than a philosophical priority.
The main Hall space itself is set a few metres from the existing building and it is
linked to it with a low flat roofed section that abuts the existing building below
16
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the eaves. There will therefore be the very minimum amount of disturbance to
the existing building.
The brief called for an independent Hall with associated storage and suitable
toilet facilities including WCs that are accessible by people in wheelchairs. The
new toilets will replace the existing toilets which are removed to make the
connection to the existing building. They will drain to a new treatment plant
located below the Car Park. A new entrance is formed between the two buildings
and this gives access to a new circulation space that links the existing Narthex
to the new Hall. The kitchen is extended and a new servery formed so that it can
serve directly into the new Hall. The existing servery into the church is retained.
The Hall will be heated from a boiler located in the existing boiler room but
the system will be separately controllable so that it can operate independently
from the church.
The interior of the Church is unaffected by the proposals with the connection
made to the Narthex only. The existing Porch is also retained so that the church
can continue to be used as it is at present

Landscaping
The Hall is set on the corner of the Churchyard to the north so that the external
wall of the Hall itself forms the boundary to the adjoining field. The owner of the
adjoining field has kindly donated the strip of ground that is necessary.
The two trees that lie to the north west will be retained and will be protected
during the work. The path around the west end will be extended to the new
entrance and new external lighting will be provided here.

Car Parking and Access
The existing car park to the east is retained and there are
no alterations to the vehicular or pedestrian access to the
surrounding roads.
The Lychgate is retained.
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ST. THOMAS’ CHURCH CROSSCRAKE
CHURCH WARDENS:

Marlene Little

Michael Critchlow

Contact: crosscrake1@gmail.com

